
Year 12 History 

Summer Work 

 

 

The Tudors (1485-1603) 

The Cold War (1945-1991) 



Before you begin… 
Welcome to A Level History! Before starting the preparation work it worth your time 
deciding whether you are going to be working on a laptop in Sixth Form or continue on 
paper. Your teachers will set up a class OneNote where you will be able to access all your 
lesson PPTs and worksheet your teacher hands out. You can complete the work below 
electronically and copy and paste it onto the class OneNote when it is set up, or you can 
complete it on paper for your teacher to check when you start in September. 

 

For your information we follow the AQA History Exam Board, and the units we follow are: 

The Tudors (1485-1603) – code 1C 

The Cold War (1945-1991) – code 2R 

Coursework – completed Y12/13 

 

Some students find it useful to have their own copy of the AQA textbook, especially when it 
comes to revision for mock exams as we do not lend these out.  

 

 

If you have any issues or questions please email Mrs Carter, Head of History and Politics: 
kac@hardenhuish.wilts.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kac@hardenhuish.wilts.sch.uk


Tudors Preparation 

1. Watch Dan Snow's History HIT Causes of the Wars of the Roses on Youtube: The 
Causes OfThe Wars Of The Roses Explained - YouTube 

 Using this clip, make notes on the causes of the Wars of the Roses and why there was a 

fierce rivalry between the House of Lancaster and York. This clip will take you to the Battle 

of St Albans in 1461. 

From this, add further key dates from 1461 - 1485 finishing at the Battle of Bosworth. This 

can be presented as a mind map, bullet points or timeline. It would good to colour 

code which battles during the period were victories for which house as it can get a bit 

confusing! 

 

2. The events below are already in the correct chronological order. Put the events on 
timeline. For each event write the date that it happened and one or two sentences to 
explain what it was/what happened.  
• Battle of Bosworth/Henry VII becomes King 
• Treaty of Etaples 
• Cornish Rebellion 
• Truce of Ayton 
• Henry VII dies and Henry VIII becomes king 
• Field of the Cloth of Gold 
• The Act of Supremacy (the first one) 
• Pilgrimage of Grace 
• Treaty of Greenwich 
• Henry VIII dies and Edward VI becomes king 
• Introduction of Book of Common Prayer 
• Western Rebellion 
• Kett’s Rebellion 
• Edward VI dies and Lady Jane Grey becomes Queen 
• Mary I Takes the Throne 
• The marriage of Mary I to Philip of Spain 
• Wyatt’s Rebellion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_c_RBFEHeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_c_RBFEHeg


• Mary I dies and Elizabeth I becomes queen 
• Act of Supremacy (the second one) 
• Act of Uniformity 
• The Babington Plot 
• Execution of Mary Queen of Scots 
• The Northern Rebellion 
• Spanish Armada 
• Elizabeth I dies and James I becomes king 

 

3. Character profiles 

Complete this key person profile task: 

For each person (below) note down the following information as a minimum, but feel free 

to add more detail regarding what they did during the Tudor period as you come across it. 

• When were they born? 

• When did they die and in what circumstances? i.e. natural death or execution… 

• What job roles did they have and what did that job/s entail OR what did they do 
during the Tudor period? (Some people have multiple roles, please include as many 
as you can). 

• What was their main impact on the Tudor era? i.e. what are they remembered for? 

Key Profiles needed: 

1. Perkin Warbeck 

2. Lambert Simnel 

3. Richard Empson and Edmund Dudley 

4. Thomas More 

5. Thomas Wolsey 

6. Thomas Cromwell 

7. Robert Aske 

8. Thomas Cranmer 



9. Lady Jane Grey 

10. William Cecil (first Baron Burghley) 

11. Sir Francis Walsingham 

12. Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset 

13. John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland 

 

 

Want more information? 

Read: 

John Guy, The Tudors (this book is the best overview) 

Philippa Gregory (a range of novels if you want a ‘story’) 

Nathan Amien, Son of Prophecy / Henry VII and the Tudor Pretenders 

Tracey Borman, Anne Boleyn & Elizabeth, The Stolen Crown  

Suzannah Lipscombe, 1536 

 

Watch: (remember some of these are fictional adaptations and are not historically accurate!) 

The Tudors (4 series from 2007) 

The Other Boleyn Girl (2008) 

Wolf Hall (2015)  

Elizabeth (1998) 

Elizabeth: The Golden Age (2007) 

Lucy Worsley Investigates: Princes in the Tower, Bloody Mary 

 

Listen: 

Not Just the Tudors (free!) History HITT 



Cold War Preparation 
1. Construct a timeline and make notes on the following events before 1945. Similarly to 
your Tudors work make sure you note what it was/what happened: 

• Bolsheviks take power * 

• Treaty of Brest Litovsk 

• Execution of Tsar’s family 

• Comintern set up 

• Nazi-Soviet Pact * 

• Battle of Britain 

• Invasion of the USSR * 

• Atlantic Charter 

• Pearl Harbour 

• Grand Alliance formed 

• Stalingrad 

• Invasion of Italy 

• Tehran Conference * 

• D-Day * 

• Percentages Agreement 

• End of WW2 in Europe (VE Day) 

• Dropping of the Atomic bombs * 

• End of WW2 in Asia (VJ Day) 

 

2. Make a list of US Presidents, Leaders of the Soviet Union and UK Prime Ministers (not as 
important!) between 1945 and 1991. You will definitely need to know the Presidents and 
Soviet Union leaders for the course.  

 



 

Want more information? 

Read: 

John Gaddis, The Cold War (a great overview!) 

Max Hastings, Vietnam: An Epic Tragedy 

Katja Hoyer, Beyond the Wall  

Vladislav Zubok, The World of the Cold War, 1945-1991 

 

 

Watch: (remember some of these are fictional adaptations and are not historically accurate!) 

Deustchland ’83 (Channel 4)  

Bridge of Spies (2015) 

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy (2011) 

Thirteen Days (2000) 

Chernobyl (2019) 

 

Listen: 

Cold War Conversations (free!) 

 

Visit: 

Berlin trip – Y13! 

 

 


