Part |
Ethical Theories

This first part contains an introduction to ethics and nine
chapters that cover the major ethical theories. Usually, one

or two important philosophers are closely related to the

theory, as are a few important philosophical works. Some
chapters are divided between two opposing theories, as with
absolutism and relativism. At the beginning of each

- chapter there are lists of the Key philosophers and texts and

e e Key terms assocuated with the theories under scrutiny
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Chapter 1
An Iintroduction to ethics

Contents of Chapter 1

The big questions in ethics

What is ethics?

Three ways of ‘doing’ ethics

Normative ethics: teleological and deontological

What do mean when we say something is good?

One of the things that distinguishes humans from other animals is our ability
to make moral decisions. We deliberate before making choices. We may feel
guilt when we do things that we feel are wrong. We're motivated to take great
risks because of what we believe is right. We disagree passionately with each

other over how we should live. Humans have a moral dimension.

This book explores how human beings decide what is right and wrong, good

-'md bad. It examines the ways in which different thinkers have tried to
;mast promment ethical i issues of our time.

.e.; hat it means to be a good person. It also investigates some of the

~ questions that commonly interest

osophers try to answer them,
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Should we use our heads or our hearts when deciding what's moyq);
Can we have morals without religion?

Should I help my father before I help a stranger?

Are human beings selfish or selfless?

Should we follow our consciences’

Is ethics a special kind of knowledge or are moral views just Personq]
feelings?

Is killing an unborn human as immoral as killing a born human being»
Should people who want to die be helped to die?

Do animals have rights?

s it ever right to fight?
B [s it wrong to use embryos for experimentation?

B Should business think only about profits?

If you're going to study ethics seriously, you must be prepared to examine
your views critically and be open to a range of ideas that may be quite differ-
ent from your own. What you read may challenge your convictions. At the
very least, it will require you to re-examine them.

Task

Consider the following scenarios:

| 1 You witness a car crash. The wreckage is burning, but you may be
i ~ able to save one of the two passengers. To your horror, you realise
IR ~ that one is your father and the other is a famous cancer specialist on
e the brink of a breakthrough. Who do you save?

| | 2 Your mother comes home with an appalling hat and asks you what

| you think. She’s clearly delighted with her purchase. Do you tell the
| Eeeuthl

3 You're close to a breakthrough with a new medical treatment, but

- to complete your work you must carry out some particularly slow
| and painful experiments on animals. What do you do?

4 Your ship goes down and you’re lost in the sea with two others, in

I_fife raft. You have no food. Without a supply of food, there's N0

‘h"-Ope- of rescue before you starve to death. Two would survive by
eating the third: otherwise, all three will die. What do you do?

The parents of a car crash victim allow their son’s body to be used for

transplants, but only if the parts go to white patients. Do you accep?
their condition?
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