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AQA A Level Economics: Welcome

Welcome to Economics!

We are really excited to welcome you 
into our new cohort of economists.

The aim of the tasks introduced in this 
document is to get you familiarised with 
the subject & set-up ready for the course 
start in September.

The tasks are split into three phases. 
Each should take approximately five 
hours to complete

Phase Submission 
Deadline 

Submission 

1 Monday 21st

June
Email phase 1 work to Mrs 
Auld at 
jla@Hardenhuish.wilts.sch.uk

2 Wednesday 
14th July

Print phase 2 work & bring 
to the induction day 
session.

3 w/c Thursday 
2nd

September

Bring phase 3 work to the 
first Economics lesson this 
week. 

mailto:jla@Hardenhuish.wilts.sch.uk


Engaging with Economics

Engaging with Economics outside of the 
classroom is a great way to support your 
understanding & to grasp the real-world 
application of the topics we are 
covering. It will also help provide you 
with examples that can be used to 
support your analysis of topics.

In Sixth Form we have a 50:50 mantra, 
where we expect you to spend the same 
amount of time studying out of lessons 
as you do in lessons.  

Slides 4-6 have some suggestions for 
websites, books, films & programmes 
featuring great economic content. 
Please pick a few that look of interest to 
explore before September.



Engaging with Economics: 
Recommended Websites

Website Link

AQA: Exam board webpage containing the specification, past papers and 

mark schemes & useful information regarding Economics. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/as-

and-a-level/economics-7135-7136

Tutor2u: Economics blog, free revision PowerPoints, study notes, 

quizzes, videos, & an online shop for revision resources. 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics

Seneca: Economic theory covering the whole course, with useful end of 

topic tests. Pick AQA Economics A Level. 

https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?Price=

Free&text=economics

BBC News: The Business & Politics sections of BBC news website.

3ÅÁÒÃÈ Ȭ""# %ÃÏÎÏÍÙ 4ÒÁÃËÅÒȭ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÁÃÒÏÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 

objectives including; GDP, inflation, unemployment, interest rates, etc. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics

Bank of England: Information about inflation, interest rates and 

quantitative easing. There are educational resources available including 

useful videos about money. 

https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/

Office of National Statistics: Macroeconomic data including; GDP, 

inflation, balance of payments, unemployment, etc.

https://www.ons.gov.uk/

Freakonomics: Freakonomics radio. http://freakonomics.com/

The Economist: You will be given the opportunity in class to purchase 

weekly editions of The Economist magazine at a discounted rate, which 

will give you free access to their online content. The Economist YouTube 

channel is free to all. 

https://www.economist.com/

https://www.youtube.com/user/EconomistMaga

zine



Engaging with Economics: Reading

You can really enhance your understanding of Economics & engage with 

the subject by further reading around the subject. Reading newspapers 

such as The Financial Times or The Guardian will be very useful to your 

studies, & reading books will spark your interest in the subject. 

Economics Textbook: 
AQA Economics for A Level Year 1 and AS; Ray Powell & James Powell; 
Hodder Educational.

Recommended Books: 
Å Freakonomics by Steven Levitt & Stephen Dubner
Å Superfreakonomics by Steven Levitt & Stephen Dubner
Å The Undercover Economist by Tim Harford
Å Predictably Irrational by Dan Ariely
Å Thinking Fast & Slow by Daniel Kahneman
Å Choice Factor by Richard Shotton
Å Doughnut Economics by Kate Raworth
Å 23 Things They Don't Tell You About Capitalism by Ha-Joon Chang
Å Capital by Thomas Piketty
Å Great Economists: How Their Ideas Can Help Us Today by Linda Yueh

Top tips! 

1. Freakonomics & The Undercover Economist are perfect 

for students about to embark on study in Economics. They 

are both very interesting & funny, & will make you look at 

the world a little differently - just like a good economist 

should!

ΨȢ #ÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ Ȭ3ÍÁÒÔ 4ÈÉÎËÉÎÇȭ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 7ÁÔÅÒÓÔÏÎÅÓ 

for more great economic reads! 



Engaging with Economics: Watching
You can further boost your understanding of, & interest in, Economics by further watching 
around the subject. 

The news:Extend your understanding of economics by watching the news regularly. This 
could include watching the BBC news, current affairs programs like Question Time on iPlayer, 
or videos by The Economist available on their website or on their YouTube page.

TED Talks and TEDEd:There are loads of brilliant TED talks about all sorts of different 
economic subjects like consumer behaviour, globalisation and the financial crash. There are 
some great TED talks by Steven Levitt, Dan Areily, Laurie Santos, Tim Urban, and Paul Piff on 
the TED website: https://www.ted.com/topics/economics
There are also lots of informative short videos on a range of economics topics on TedEd: 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?category=microeconomics&direction=desc&sort=featured-
position 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?category=macroeconomics&direction=desc&sort=featured-
position

Films: There are lots of great films that help explain the economic history or theory, such as A 
Beautiful Mind or The Big Short. 

Tutor2U: 4ÕÔÏÒΨÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÖÉÄÅÏÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÅÁÒ ΧΧȭÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓȡ 
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/globalisation-head-start-to-a-level-economics



Engaging with Economics: 
AQA Examination Board

If you want to gain an overview of A Level 
Economics, you can visit the AQA 
examination board website for further 
details:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economic
s/as-and-a-level/economics-7135-7136

You could check out the specification for 
details about the course content & have a 
look at the examination papers to see how 
the subject is assessed. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/as-and-a-level/economics-7135-7136


What is Economics?

You made a great choice to start studying such an exciting & dynamic 
ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔȟ Ǫ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓ ÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓȣ

Economicsis a social science which means it studies the relationships of 

individuals within a society. There are two branches of economics, 

microeconomics: the study of how individuals, households & firms chose 

to allocate scarce recourses & macroeconomics: the study of how 

governments chose to allocate scarce resources. 

¶ In year 1, you will study two units: 3.1 The operation of markets and 

market failure (microeconomics) & 3.2 The national economy in a 

global context (macroeconomics).

¶ In year 2, you will study two units: 4.1 Individuals, firms, markets & 

market failure (microeconomics) & 4.2 The national & international 

economy (macroeconomics).



Unsurprisingly, the big economic story of the 

year has been Covid-19. There are some 

fascinating economics implications of the 

Coronavirus & you will be exploring these in 

phases 1 & 2, to introduce you to some topics 

within microeconomics & macroeconomics. 


