This unit-focuses on the early development of relations betw en the USA and the
USSR before the Cold War emerged triflhe period aftr 1945. This will help to give
you a sense of the long-term factors t at Influenced relations between the
superpowers and provide the context for the breakdown in relations that was to
occur after the Second World War. In this unit you will:
• explore the differences in ideology between capitalism and communism
• discover what tensions existed between the USA and the USSR in the period

1917-44
• find out how these tensions were affected by the Second World War
• discover which individuals played a key role in relations between the
superpowers at the end of the Second World War.

Key questions
• What differences in ideology were there between capitalism and communism?
• To what extent had relations between the superpowers broken down by the end
of 1944?

Timeline
11917
- 1918
1919

Bolshevik Revolution - Lenin comes to power in Russia
Woodrow Wilson issues the Fourteen Points, US war aims
Comintern established by Bolshevik Russia

- 1939

Second World War starts

[1941

Nazi Germany invades the USSR
Grand Alliance (GB, USA, USSR) formed against Germany, Italy and Japan

1943

'Big Three' meet at Teheran

1

A World Divided: Superpower Relations 1944-90

Definitions

Source A

Bolshevik
The name of the political
party that seized power in
Russia in October 1917.
It had been led by Lenin
since 1903. The
Bolsheviks were believers
in communism. In 1925
they changed their official
name to the All-Union
Communist Party.
The Cold War
The term given to the
conflict that existed
between the USA and the
USSR after the Second
World War. It was a

ToB.

JleHHH Ollt1LU11ET
3eMnto OT He .t1CTH.

conflict that involved
economic measures,
non-cooperation and

1.1 A Soviet cartoon from the

1920s: the caption reads
'Comrade Lenin sweeps the
earth clean of scum'

propaganda but no direct
armed fighting between
the two sides. Thus,
despite a breakdown in
relations between the
superpowers, 'hot' war
was avoided. With the
advent of nuclear
weapons, both sides used
a range of le s s destructive
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l What is the message o.fi tlie ca1.'toon (Source)?

2 Source A was produced by the Bolshevik government in the ea r1y
1920s. How might governments in the West have viewed this source?

methods of conflict.
USSR
The Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, also
known as the Soviet
Union. The USSR was
introduced in 19 2 3 as the

The Cold War, a period of international tension between the USA and the
USSR, dev elo ped out of the end of the Secou d World W ar i n 1 45. Yet, as
Source A demo nstTates, the seeds of this co nflict w ere sown before the
Second World W ar. The ideology of comm unism was, ir1 1917, to provide
t h e n ew Bol hevilt government o f R ussia w lth a view of the ou tside world
that made increased hostility between them highly likely.

official title of the areas
of the old Russian Empire
that were now under
communist control. It was

What differences in ideology were there between capitalism

made up of 15 different

Historians often link the emergence of the Cold War to the unique
circumstances produced by the Second World War, but in fact the seeds of
its conflict are more evident in the developments that were promoted by
the first World War. The ideologies that the USSR and the USA were to
symbolise during the Cold War were to emerge on the world stage during
the First World War.

republics but was
dominated by Russia,
the largest in size and
population. The USSR
collap s ed in 1991.
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and communism?

Unit 1: The seeds of conflict 1917-44

It was the chaos unleashed upon Russia by the First World War that was in
large part responsible for the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. The Bolshevik
seizure of power in Russia was to lead to the establishment of the world's
first socialist state, a state whose government saw the ideas of communism
as its guiding principle. These principles were aimed at improving the
lot of the industrial working class by ending their exploitation by the
middle classes and the governments that acted in tl1eir interests.
Communism was viewed by many governments in the rest of Europe as
a highly destabilising force that threatened social and political order, a
perception that was reinforced by many communist groups advocating
revolution. Lenin, the leader of the Bolshevik Revolution, was Lo represent
all that was feared by the governments of the West: a threat to the existing
social and political order. Those governments tl1at wished to halt the
spread of communism, and had made political reforms to extend the
franchise, were beginning to present a case to their own electorate and on
the international arena in terms of upholding the freedoms of democracy
and capitalism. In Britain Prime Minister Lloyd George had talked of
political and social reform as 'an antidote to Socialism'. Thus, underlying
the hatred that was to develop between the West and the Soviet Union,
as Bolshevik Russia was to become, was a conflict between opposing
ideologies.

Based on the ideas of Karl Marx, communism provided a framework of
economic and political principles that directly opposed those traditionally
held in the West. Communism had developed out of Marx's critique of
capitalism, the economic system that had developed in Europe during the
Industrial Revolution of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Capitalism, according to Marx, involved the exploitation of the working
class proletariat for the benefit of the middle class bourgeoisie.
Communism, which sought to end this exploitative system, was, in
essence, an attack on the power structure of Western society. What gave
Marxists encouragement was the belief of Marx that the capitalist system
was inherently unstable, producing boom periods but also inevitable
recessions that would sow the seeds of its own destruction. The fall of
capitalism was therefore, according to Marx, only a matter of time.

DefiniUu!;.;
The West
The term given to the
capitalist countries of
western Europe and North
America during the Cold
War. The United States
was the principal power
of the West.
Ideology
A set of ideas and beliefs
that forms the basis of an
economic or political
system. The Cold War
involved conflict between
two competing
ideologies: communism
and capitalism.

Economic differences
Communists, such as the Bolsheviks, saw capitalism as responsible for
the division of society in the West into different classes. The emphasis
on private ownership ofbusinesses was seen as producing the division
between the rich factory owners and the poorer working classes. To do
away with this inequality, communists believed that all factories,
businesses and land should be taken over by the government on behalf
of the people. This process of nationalisation would enable the goods
genera ted by t h e ec:ono m y to be. m o re [(11rl y clisll'l bu tec.l 1 cconling to med .
The principle o f a state-owned econo my was i h t: oppos ite CJr priva te
e1n cqm:;e, encj() lraged by Gap it ulisrn , w he reby ind lv1dualh;u:l t he
f'reetl o m ro o w n th eir o w n b us i nes:o;cs <md to l<e1p Lhe majority o f' the
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profits. In capitalist economies the incentive of individual gain was a direct
contrast to the community responsibility encouraged by communism.
To the owners ofbusinesses, factories and land, the process of
nationalisation represented a threat to their wealth, status and power,
and it was these people that often dominated the governments and
political elites of countries in the West.

Political differences
As well as differences in economic ideology, there was an important
contrast in terms of political system. The West saw itself as upholding
liberal democracy. This political system was valued because it upheld
important freedoms, such as the freedom to vote, freedom of speech,
freedom of worship and a free press. In this sense liberal democracy
gave people a choice of government and the chance to vote an unpopular
government out of office. To the communists, political parties were the
result of different and conflicting classes. In a communist state, where
a classless society was being created, there was no need for different
political parties. Thus a communist system was a one-party state, with
the Communist Party ruling on behalf of the people. Communism
also promoted the principle of class unity rather than nationalism. Thus,
workers were encouraged to unite without regard for national boundaries.
This made the threat of communism particularly destabilising for existing
governments in the West, who saw their freedoms as under attack.

:;r;f:nitii)IJ
Com intern
An organisation set up in

1919 to facilitate contacts
between communist
groups throughout the
world. The Soviet
government was able to
control its activities, and
the West feared it was
being used to undermine
capitalism and spread
communist revolution. It
was also known as the
Third International, as it
replaced the Second
International that had
existed before 1919.

Communism's emphasis on government control over the economy and a
one-party state to further the interests of the industrial workers provided
a sharp contrast with the economic and political freedoms taken for
granted in the West.

ln!'emotiona! relotions
Marxist ideology said little directly about the conduct of international
relations, but after 1917 the Bolshevik government was in a position where
it had to define some guiding principles for dealing with a hostile outside
world. Communists believed that conflict between capitalism and
communism was inevitable because they represented completely opposed
systems. If communism was to succeed, it had to bring about a worldwide
revolution and this meant helping to bring about what Marxists saw as the
inevitable collapse of capitalism. In March 1919 Lenin stated: 'We are living
not merely in a state, but in a system of states: and it is inconceivable that
the Soviet republic should continue to exist for a long period side by side
with imperialist states.' In order to further the cause of communism and
aid the collapse of capitalism, the Comintern was set up. Its role was to
coordinate communist groups throughout the world and to support their
attempts to undermine capitalism by all available means, including
revolution. Thus, the ideology of communism was inherently hostile to
the West and the values it stood for.

Unlt 1: The seeds of co.nflict 1917-44

Wilsonion liberolism
At the same time as communist ideology was being put into practice the
First World War saw the emergence of a much clearer vision of US
attitudes towards foreign policy than had hitherto been seen. In January
1918 the US President Woodrow Wilson issued his Fourteen Points. This
was a statement of America's war aims, those values in international affairs
that America was prepared to join the First World War and fight for.
Although the Fourteen Points was a list of specific aims, it also presented
an ideological framework for international relations in 1918. Wilson's
liberalism promoted the principles of:
a) self-determination - the right of all national groups to decide their own
form of government according to the democratic wishes of its people
b) open markets - markets that require the dismantling of trade barriers and
spheres of influence that limited the freedom of capitalism throughout
the world
c) collective security - a grand vision of a wprld peace-keeping organisation
that would guarantee the safety of any country under attack.

Woodrow Wllson's , address to Congress, 2 April '191.7
We shall fight for the things whiG:h we have always carried neatest ou hearts- for
demo.cr.far th:e r gnt of those who subml to aut oi'lty to ave.a vo'ce In thei 6 n

or

gov rnments, for the rigHts a"nd' li ert es S{T1all nations, for a universal tlomlnlon
of rlght by such a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all
nations and make the world itself at last free. To such a task we can dedicate our
lives and our fortunes, everything that we are and everything that we have, with
the pride of those who know that the day has come when America is privileged to
spend her blood and her might for the principles that gave her birth and happiness
and the peace which she has treasured. God helping her, she can do no other.
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1 Whtch of Wil en's prlf1.cJples are addressed in thi speech at1d 1 ow? '
2 Exp ain how Wilso;n s J2tinoiple would leacl tp a greate1· world role
for the USA.
·..: ·

3 What does this source indicate about the seriousness of Wilson's

desire to uphold these ideas?
4 Explain how Wilson's principles could be seen as a criticism of

European countries at this time.
Wilson's ideas were not original and with the exception of the principle of
collec'tive secun·ty, were based on tra' ditional American values of personal
and economic freedom (i.e. democracy and capitalism). What was different,
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however, was the vision of these ideas on a world scale. Wilson believed
that the USA had a moral duty to spread its values to the rest of the world.
This marked a clear shift away from the traditional US foreign policy of
keeping out of foreign affairs with the exception of Latin America, which it
regarded as its own sphere of influence.
Yet Wilson's ideas were, in the short term, to have a limited impact. In
1919 the US Senate rejected the Versailles Treaty, which had tried to apply
Wilson's ideas. The USA then turned its back on Europe, returning to a
policy of isolation. For the longer term, Wilson had laid down a vision that
others could, and would, pick up.
Thus, Lenin's concept of world revolution and Wilsonian liberalism
represented two widely differing models for the conduct of international
relations. The seeds of future conflict lay in the hostility generated
between these two competing views. When the circumstances were created
to let these competing views flourish, the Cold War was likely to follow.

Explajn how
communism could be
seen as a threat to
the American
freedoms presented
in Source C.

1.2

A poster issued by the

US government during the
Second World War

V/hat it:nsions existed bt- t..,veeil the USSR and the capitalist
\-'·.'Dl·id in the t920s r. nd :l9Jc : ·
Although not the dominant theme in international relations, the ideological
differences between communism and capitalism were to cause tensions
between the USSR and the capitalist world in the 1920s and 1930s.
6
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Relations between the Soviet Union and the West were to remain poor
throughout the inter-war years, with important consequences for
international relations in Europe when Hitler's foreign policy threatened
to engulf the continent in a major conflict at the end of the 1930s.
Cuuses of tension
1 The ideological differences, already outlined, between capitalism and

communism were a source of tension. Not only were the two sets of
ideas different but they were seen as diametrically opposed.
Communism was seen as a direct threat to the privileges, status and
power of the elites that formed the governments in the West.
2 The decision of the Bolshevik government to pull Russia out of the First
World War and the resulting Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, March 1918, was
another cause of tension. It led to a feeling of betrayal amongst the
Allies. Britain and France were desperate to keep Russia in the war to
avoid having to face the might of Germany alone.
3 The refusal of the Soviet regime to honour the debts owed to the West

by previous Russian governments was a source of tension in
international relations. The Soviet government's policy of nationalising
key sectors of the economy resulted in many foreign companies losing
their investments. This particularly affected France, where investors in
the Russian economy put pressure on the French government to recover
these losses.
4 The Bolshevik government had taken the decision to execute the Tsar

of Russia and his family. Tsar Nicholas II was a cousin of King George V,
and the British King was reluctant to undertake any communication with
his cousin's murderers.
5 The Allied countries of Britain, France, the USA and Japan had all sent
help to the enemies of the Bolsheviks in the Russian Civil War of
1917-21. The Bolsheviks did not forget that these countries had been
active in plotting the downfall of their government.
6 The activities of Comintern, or Third International, raised tension.

The organisation issued a stream of anti-capitalist propaganda that often
incited people to overthrow their government in the name of
communism. As communist groups in countries such as Spain and
France grew in strength often as a response to the h<ndships of the
Great Economic Depression of the 1930s, the USA became increasingly
almmed.
7 Mutual mistrust and hostility constantly undermined attempts by Britain
and France to work with the Soviet Union. In the 1930s the rise or an
aggressive Germany under the leadership of Hitler made this a serious
lSsue. The USSR was highly suspicious of Britain's policy of
appeasement towards Germany, seeing it as an attempt to placate Hitler
and turn his attention away from the West and towards the USSR. When
Hitler had demanded parts of Czechoslovakia in 1938 and 1939, Britain
and France had proved ineffective in standing up to him.

Definitions
Treaty of Brest-litovsk,
March 1918
The Bolsheviks had
gained a lot of support
because they promised
to take Russia out of
the First World War. An
armistice was agreed in
December 1917, leading
to negotiations between
Russia and Germany.
In March 1918 the
Bolsheviks reluctantly
agreed to the terms of the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk.
The Germans imposed a
harsh treaty on Russia.
Appeasement
The policy adopted by
Britain towards Germany
in the 1930s. It involved
negotiating with Hitler
and trying to reach
accommodation with his
demands for territory
where they seemed
reasonable. Stalin saw it
as a sign of Britain's lack
of enthusiasm for halting
Hitler's foreign policy
advances, especially
when they might be made
at the expense of the
USSR in eastern Europe.
This method of dealing
with Hitler failed to
prevent the outbreak of
the Second World War.
After 1945 political
leaders such as Truman
and Churchill thought a
more hard-line approach
towards aggressors would
be more effective. This
attitude was to influence
policy towards the USSR
during the Cold War.
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13

Did the fact that the USSR
was communist make a
difference to relations
between it and the West?
What other factors made
relations between them
hostile?

The result of this mistrust and suspicion was to push Stalin, who had
emerged as leader of the Soviet Union after Lenin's death in 1924, into
the Nazi-Soviet Pact of August 1939. This was an accommodation with
Hitler that limited the threat of a German invasion of the Soviet Union
and gave Stalin time to prepare for a war he believed was inevitable.
Britain and France condemned Stalin's actions in signing the Pact but
they had pushed him towards Hitler by their own half-hearted attitudes
and ineffectual policies. For Stalin it was a 'marriage of convenience' that
gave the USSR the opportunity to gain parts of Poland as wel1 as sign a
non-aggression pact.

The tension and hostility that existed between the USSR and Britain and
France in the inter-war years remained largely on the level of propaganda
or spats over trade, but the consequences of this hostility were to be crucial
to the future of Europe. The main victor in the war of words between the
USSR and Britain and France was Nazi Germany, which was able to exploit
these divisions in order to help secure success for Hitler's invasion of
large parts of Europe.

What were the strains in the Grand Alliance?
Given their differences in ideology, the Soviet Union and the capitalist
West could hardly be considered natural allies. Nonetheless, circumstances
were to draw the two sides into an alliance.
When Hitler launched his invasion of the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941,
the Second World War was transformed. The USSR found itself on the same
side as Britain in resisting the might of Nazi Germany. When Japan
bombed the American naval base at Pearl Harbor in December of the same
year, the USA joined the war against the Fascist powers. Thus, by the end
of 1941, the Soviet Union, the USA and Britain were allies against
Germany, Italy and Japan. Previous hostility between East and West was
to be temporarily forgotten, or at least swept under the carpet, until the
defeat of the Fascist powers was secured by the formation of what was to
become known as the Grand Alliance.
The leaders of the three countries that made up the Grand Alliance Winston Churchill (the British Prime Minister), Stalin (the Soviet leader) and
Franklin D. Roosevelt (the American President) - were to overcome
differences between themselves to establish a working relationship in order
to secure victory against Fascism. Realism dominated the attitudes of the
leaders. Churchill recognised that the war could not be won without an
agreement with the Soviet Union. Stalin needed a second front to be
opened against Germany to relieve the pressure on the USSR. Roosevelt
wished to concentrate on winning the war rather than argue about what
would happen afterwards, an issue where disagreements would be much
more obvious.

8
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The 'Big Three' met in Teheran in November l 943 to agree on several
issues concerning Poland. Yet despite this level of cooperation, divisions
remained between the three leaders and were to remain a source of
tension in the relationship.
Further strains were:
The opening of a Second Front. One key strain in the Alliance was over
the timing of opening up a Second Front against Germany. Stalin was
concerned first and foremost with the security of the Soviet Union. Since
June 1941 the Soviet Union had borne the brunt of the fighting against
Germany and had suffered severe losses both in human and material
resources. To Stalin, the need to open up a Second Front in Western
Europe against Germany to relieve the pressure on the USSR in the
East was an urgent necessity. Yet the refusal of Britain and the USA
to do so until the time was right led Stalin to be suspicious of their
motives.
2 The issue of Poland. Strains also developed when discussion of post-war
arrangements got down to specific details. As the tide was turned against
Germany, these issues came to the fore. Due to its geographical position,
Poland was of immense importance for the security of the Soviet Union.
Poland had been the route of three invasions of Russia in the twentieth
century. The Soviet Union was not prepared to see an unfriendly
government in Poland. A provisional Polish government had been set up
in exile in London by those who had fled the country in 1939, but there
was also the Union of Polish Patriots, a prospective 'communist-friendly'
government based in the Soviet Union.

1.3 The 'Big Three'
(Churchill, Roosevelt, Stalin)
at the Yalta Conference
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One of the key points of debate between the leaders of the Grand
Alliance was therefore over where the borders of Poland should be drawn
and the nature of the government that should be established in the
country.
The strains in the Grand Alliance were never very serious until the end of
the war but they did enable critics to voice discontent with the Grand
Alliance. In the United States there were those, such as the Vice-President,
Harry S. Truman, who hated communism and were uncomfortable with the
whole idea of working closely with the Soviet Union. In 1941 Truman had
stated: 'If we see that Germany is winning the war we ought to help Russia,
and if Russia is winning we ought to help Germany, and in that way let
them kill as many as possible'. This was not a view shared by President
Roosevelt, but it did represent the viewpoint of a sizeable part
of the American public.
Thus, despite the appearance of the Grand Alliance as a union of states
fighting together against common foes, the mistrust and tension that had
been evident before the Second World War remained. With the defeat of
Nazi Germany the reason for the Alliance had come to an end. It was at
this point that the previous hostility between the two sides was to reassert
itself.

To what extent had relations between the superpowers broken
down by the end of 1944?
By the end of 1944 the seeds of the Cold War were in place. Long-term
causes of conflict had existed since 1917: two superpowers had emerged
that represented directly opposed ideologies, and the imminent defeat of
Nazi Germany had started to create a power vacuum in Europe into which
both countries were drawn to protect their own interests. Nonetheless,
despite the existence of these factors, the Cold War had not yet developed
and its development was by no means inevitable.
Tensions and hostility between the USSR and the USA were kept to a
minimum because neither country took on a world role in the period
before 1941. The reasons for this were different for each country.
The USA had the capability to play a world role after 1918, but neither the
US establishment nor the American public had the will to do so. Instead,
the USA ignored the wishes of Woodrow Wilson and returned to a policy
of isolationism.
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to highlight aspects of each individual that might (a) cause tension and
(b) reduce tension in international relations.
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Bom

i879 In Georgia In the south

of the old Russian Empire. His
family were from peasant stock.
Leadership and personal qualities
Shrewd, manipulative, coarse,
practically minded, an effective
administrator and ruthless.
Career Joined the Bolshevik Party
in 1903, appointed General
Secretary of the Party in 1922.
Emerged as leader of the USSR
after the death of Lenin in 1924.
Undisputed leader of the Soviet
Union from 1928.
Domestic policies Harsh but
effective industrialisation,
collectivisation of agriculture,
systematic use of terror, heavy
censorship and propaganda. By the
end of the Second World War his
policies had turned the USSR into
a world power.
Foreign policy Highly suspicious of
the West and viewed the capitalist
powers as anti-Bolshevik.
Determined to safeguard the
country against foreign attack.

Born 1882

ln ·New York. Leadership

and personal qualities Energetic,
enthusiastic, optimistic. Roosevelt
was struck down by polio in 1921
and was thereafter confined to a
wheelchair. This gave him an
understanding of the position of
the disadvantaged in society.
Career Attended law school and
then joined the Democratic Party.
Roosevelt was liberal in attitude.
Governor of New York 1928-33.
President of the United States from
1933 until his death in April1945.
Re-elected an unprecedented three
times.
Domestic policies Introduced a set
of measures known as the New
Deal, which attempted to address
the problems caused by the Great
Economic Depression after the Wall
Street Crash. Targeted help at the
disadvantaged in society. Increased
state involvement in the economy
in order to create jobs.
Foreign policy Brought the USA
into the Second World War after
the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor. He was prepared to
negotiate directly with Stalin during
the Second World War, and he was
.optimistic that this arrangement
could continue after the war.

Born 1874 in Oxfordshire.
Leadership and personal qualities
Phenomenal energy, inspiring,
willing to get directly involved,
humane.
Career Served as a cavalry officer in
the army during the Boer War.
Originally a Conservative, he served
in the Liberal governments of
1906-14. Rejoined the Conservative
Party in 1922 and became Chancellor
of the Exchequer 1924-29.
Excluded from office in the 1930s
but took up the cause against
Fascism. Prime Minister of Britain
during the Second World War from
1940 to 1945. Returned as Prime
Minister 1951-55.
Domestic policies President of the
Board of Trade and Home Secretary
under the great reforming Liberal
governments of the years 1906-14.
During the Second World War he
left home affairs to Labour
members of the wartime coalition
government whilst he focused on
the conduct of the war.
Foreign policy Strongly anticommunist, but nonetheless was
prepared to work with the Soviet
Union against Nazi Germany. Met
Stalin several times and established
a sound working relationship with
Stalin. In the post-war world
Churchill was deeply suspicious of
Stalin's motives and in 1946 his
'Iron Curtain' speech called for an
alliance between Britain and the
USA to prevent Soviet expansion.
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The USSR, on the other hand, lacked the capacity to play a world role
in this period. Devastated by the impact of the First World War,
Bolshevik Russia then had to fight a eivil war. The USSR spent the
inter-war years trying to ensure its own survival rather than spreading
world revolution.
The Second World War forced both countries onto the world stage,
whether they wished it or not. Yet the circumstances of the war gave
them common ground. The War provided a threat, in the form of
the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and Japan, to the security of both
countries.
It was the defeat of Germany, Italy and Japan in 1945 that led to the
re-emergence of tensions and open hostility between East and West. The
USA and the USSR were now in a position where they possessed both the
will and the ability to impose their ideology on a European, if not yet
global, scale.

It was the attitudes and policies that both the USA and the USSR were to
develop towards each other during and after 1945 that led to the final
breakdown in relations.

Unit summary
What have you learned in this unit?
Ideological differences existed between capitalism and communism.
These differences gained in importance after the Bolshevik Revolution
of 1917 and Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points in 1918. Although these
differences caused tension in the inter-war years, the level of hostility
was limited. The Second World War brought the USA and USSR together
against the threat of Nazi Germany and its allies. It was at the end of
the war that tensions between the 'Big Three' became prominent. Dealing
with the post-war world was likely to highlight the differences between
the wartime allies as they struggled to adjust to a Europe that had been
ravaged by war and was in desperate need of reconstruction.
W/Jot skills have you used in this unit?
You have been introduced to some of the key skills you will be developing
through this topic. You have used a range of sources to explore attitudes
between the West and the USSR. Material will have been used to identify
and discuss the factors that caused tension between the two sides and
those factors that drew them together. You have also had an opportunity to
think about the value of one of the sources by reference to its origins and
purpose.
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Exam style questions
Although this unit has been concerned with setting the context for the main
issues and controversies of this topic, rather than answering the central
questions that you will face in the exam, it is still useful to plan for part of
an answer that may be set on the controversy about the origins of the Cold
War.
The questions centred on this controversy will appear in Section B of the
exam. They will ask you to use two or three sources and your own
knowledge to make a judgement on an interpretation. For example:
• How far do you agree with the view that the origins of the Cold War
in 1945 and 1946 owed much to ideological differences and little to
personalities and conflicting national interests?
To answer this question you will need to examine the events of 1945 and
1946 that you will go on to read about in the next unit. In preparation for
this, use the material you have covered in this unit to identify the key
points you need to look for. You may find it useful to list these points
under the headings:
• ideological differences
• personalities
• conflicting national interests.

Exam tips
Before you start to write an answer you should draw up a plan. This can save you
a lot of time later on and can help ensure that your efforts are not wasted. There
is nothing worse than spending a lot of time on an answer that gets a low mark.
Sound planning can help guarantee good results.

A useful tool for planning is that of deconstructing questions.
How to deconstruct a question
Break the question down into its constituent parts. Look for the following:

instruction (I) e.g. 'how far', 'assess'.
topic (T) e.g. the Cold War 1945-46, the Korean War.
3 l(eywords (I<W) that need to be focused on in your answer.

1

the

2 the

Example:
Question: How far do you agree with the view that the origins of the Cold War in
1

945 and 1946 owed much to ideological differences and little to personalities
and conflicting national interests?
I -'How far'
- T- the · ·
ongms of the Cold War in 1945 and 1946
• KW- 'ideological differences', 'personalities', 'conflicting national interests'.
a
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