
Previous Student destinations

 Music Degree (various)

 Music and Sound Recording (Tonmeister)

 Conservatoire – Birmingham and Leeds

 Music and Psychology Degree

 Music and RE Degree

 Music and English Degree

 Guitar Institute Popular Music Performance Degree

 Performing Arts Courses

 Sound Engineering Degree

 Guildhall School of Music

 Oxford – French Degree on Music Scholarship

 Creative Music Technology Degree

 Commercial Music

 Computer Science

 Law (now a Lawyer for the UN)

Career paths

•Orchestral player

•Pit musician

•Composer

•Session Musician

•Forces Musician

•Events management

•Music Industry – Radio, film, TV

•Sound Engineer

•Music Teacher

•Music Therapy

•Musical Theatre performer

•Other degree/career not related to music

Music A level is regarded and accepted as an 
academic subject by universities
Creativity
Team Skills
Detailed analytical skills
Independent Study
Presentation skills/public performance



 It is preferable but not compulsory to have studied 

GCSE music.

 The student must have a good basic understanding 

of music and play a musical instrument to a good standard.

 Course designed to fit individual students

 Lots of choice in performing 

 Lots of choice in composition.

 Interesting Areas of study in the Appraising unit which we choose as a centre

 Study current music as well as more traditional music

 Teach in collaboration with Sheldon school



Unit No Weighting Title

Exam
40%

Appraising Music

10mins

Minimum 35%
Performing

4 1/2 mins 

Minimum
25%

Composition

(2 pieces)

http://uk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf2rz.2BJSVEAQwJNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBqdGFzdWxiBHBvcwMxNQRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1h229v3iq/EXP=1231179123/**http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http%253A%252F%252Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253Dmusic%252Bnotes%2526fr%253Dbt-portal%2526ei%253Dutf-8%2526js%253D1%2526x%253Dwrt&w=325&h=325&imgurl=store.drumbum.com%252Fmedia%252Fmusic-notes-mousepad.jpg&rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fstore.drumbum.com%252FskuMGMP-4.html&size=27.9kB&name=music-notes-mousepad.jpg&p=music+notes&type=JPG&oid=54be592c2d7ef598&no=15&tt=235,875&sigr=1177nhe0a&sigi=11gbcs424&sigb=12u0scm12


Appraising Music 40% 

Areas of Study (set works)

1. Western Classical tradition (1650-1910) (compulsory)

 Baroque: The solo concerto

 Classical: The operas of Mozart

 Romantic: the piano music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg (second year)

2. Pop Music

3. Music for Media

4. Music for Theatre

5. Jazz

6. Contemporary traditional music

7. Art Music since 1910

The Exam

Listening 
Questions on analysis of set works from AoS 1
Essay on the other AoS

AoS 1 plus a choice of two other AoS

Year 1 –AoS 1 plus 1 other AoS
Year 2 – AoS 1 extended plus another AoS



PERFORMANCE    35%

Minimum time – 10 mins

Solo and/or ensemble

Instrumentalist 

and /or 

Vocalist

and/or

Music production 
(sequenced MIDI music plus audio track using close mic techniques)

Advisable – Grade 4 standard or above on starting the course.

Top mark for standard is ‘greater than Grade 7’



Composition  25%

Composition 1: Composition to a brief

Bach chorales song lyrics TV theme

given musical material for 8 bars a picture an event

a chord pattern a rock piece to go with a given bass line

a piece in a given genre       Film scenario

Composition 2: Free composition

Minimum time ð4 1/ 2 mins for 2 compositions
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AS
Weighting Title

Exam 40% Appraising Music

6 mins recorded 
performance 30%

Performing

4 ½ mins in 
coursework 
conditions

30%
Composition

(2 pieces)

Unit 1 AoS 1 (Western Classical) plus a choice of one other AoS

Unit 2 Top mark for standard is ‘greater than Grade 6’

Unit 3 2 compositions based – 1 on stimulus, 1 free composition



Results

2017 100% on or above target

AS – 1 A

A2 – I A* and 1 B

2016 AS – 100% achieved on or above target.  

A2 students below target (in all their subjects)

2015 A2 - All but 1 achieved target grade

2014 AS – 100% achieved on or above target.  

A2 67% achieved higher than target – ALL A’s and 

B’s


