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tƘŜǿΗΗΗΗΗ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΧ
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²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘΧ

ÅHow do you like your BRE(ggs)XIT?  Hard boiled, or soft boiled?

Å¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΚ

ÅShould we improve the life chances of young people by opening more 
grammar schools?

ÅIs it fair that you may end up paying £9000+ a year to attend university?
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Electoral turnout figures

Å1950 - 84.0%

Å1964 ς77.1%

Å1974 ς78.7%

Å1987 ς75.3 %

Å1992 ς77.7%

Å1997 ς71.4%

Å2001 ς59.4%

Å2005 ς61.3%

Å2010 ς65.1%

Å2015 ς66.1%

Å2017 - 68.7%

ñBad officials are elected by 

good citizens who do not 

voteò (George Nathan)
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Why should I choose this option?

ÅFresh, lively and thoughtςprovoking challenge

ÅWell-respected academic qualification welcomed by universities

ÅCitizenship!  Knowledge is power!

ÅSkills.  It will develop a range of key research, analytical and 
communications skills

άNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world.  
LƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎέ  όaŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ aŜŀŘύ
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Government and Politics - What will I study?
Unit one:

a) People and Politics.  

This module will investigate the main UK political 
parties, their ideologies and theories, the 
comparative merits of the various electoral 
systems, the importance of individual 
participation in a democracy and the importance 
of pressure groups and the media.

b) Core political ideas.

This module examines the key principles behind 
Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism.  We will 
examine the important thinkers and their ideas, 
examine the tensions within each tradition and 
look to explore the extent to which the basic 
building blocks of each ide are present in current 
UK politics.



Government and Politics - What will I study?
Unit two: 
a) Governing the UK. 

An investigation into the principals and working 
of the UK constitution, the importance of 
Parliament and the executive power of the 
Prime-Minister and his cabinet, civil liberties 
and the role of the law courts.

b) Non-core political ideas

Å!ƴŀǊŎƘƛǎƳΥ άΧbelief in the abolition of all 
government and the organization of society on a 
voluntary, cooperative basis without recourse to 
ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴΦέ
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IF democracy and 
capitalism are 
broken, is the only 
alternative 
anarchism?
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Government and Politics -
What will I study?

Unit three: 

Structures of Global Politics. 

This module will investigate the changing nature of the world order in the 20th and 21st

centuries.  Looking at globalisation, interconnectnessand the role of international 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦bΣ b!¢h ŀƴŘ ²¢hΣ ǿŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
world.

In addition, we examine the growing threat of fundamentalist terrorism, environmental 
concerns and Human Rights issues, as well as the global attempts to resolve these issues.  
Core issues such as liberalism vs realism will also be understood, providing an excellent 
springboard to undergraduate study and a deep awareness of international relations in the 
C21st.
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Key point!

ÅThe exam board encourages 
the use of current political 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ όǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƴŜǿǎ 
stories!), and consideration 
of ethical, social and cultural 
issues as illustrative material 
and as a stimulus to 
understanding.  Each week 
ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άDimbleby
ƳƻƳŜƴǘέΗΗ 
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Government and Politics
Who should consider this option?

ÅIt would be a suitable subject to complement 
subjects such as Sociology, History, Economics and 
RE and would enhance the understanding of these 
subjects

ÅIt would be a valuable addition for students putting 
together a balanced package in order to keep their 
options open

ÅIt would be an appropriate choice for those 
considering a career in Law, the Media, Journalism, 
Management, the Civil Service, local or national  
government or as Prime-Minister

ÅIt is ideal for those who already enjoy current 
affairs and who are concerned by the big issues that 
shape our society
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Assessment

AS:

UK Politics ς1hr 45min paper 

UK Government - 1hr 45 min paper

A2:

UK Politics ς2 hour paper (to include core 
political ideas)

UK Government ς2 hour paper (to include 
non-core political ideas)

Comparative Politics ς2 hour paper
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